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MESSAGE 
 
Occasion   : Thursday Prayer Service 
Theme    : Thanksgiving 
Venue    : LighthouseBBC Tatalon 
Date    : September 20, 2018 
 
TITLE    : CAUSES FOR THANKSGIVING 
Text/s    :   
 
1 Thess 5:18 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:11-15 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to 
God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant 
also by many thanksgivings unto God; 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection 
unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 
14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:20 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:20 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
 
Bible Reading  :   
 
Ps 136:1-3 
1 O give thanks unto the Lord; for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
2 O give thanks unto the God of gods: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
3 O give thanks to the Lord of lords: for his mercy endureth for ever. 
KJV 
 
Luke 17:6-10 
6 And the Lord said, If ye had faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye might say unto this sycamine 
tree, Be thou plucked up by the root, and be thou planted in the sea; and it should obey you. 
7 But which of you, having a servant plowing or feeding cattle, will say unto him by and by, when 
he is come from the field, Go and sit down to meat? 
8 And will not rather say unto him, Make ready wherewith I may sup, and gird thyself, and serve 
me, till I have eaten and drunken; and afterward thou shalt eat and drink? 
9 Doth he thank that servant because he did the things that were commanded him? I trow not. 
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10 So likewise ye, when ye shall have done all those things which are commanded you, say, We 
are unprofitable servants: we have done that which was our duty to do. 
KJV 
 
 
Song/s    :  
 
Other references  :  
 

 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
Paul uses the term, “…which causeth through us thanksgiving to God…” 
 

1 Thess 5:18 
18 In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:11-15 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to 
God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is 
abundant also by many thanksgivings unto God; 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed 
subjection unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all 
men; 
14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 4:15 
15 For all things are for your sakes, that the abundant grace might through the thanksgiving of 
many redound to the glory of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that 
ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his 
marvellous light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not 
obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 
 
Note: We are made peculiar (above the usual) by the grace of God in us.  Our thanksgiving 
to Him because of this grace makes us to show forth the praises of Him. 
 
Eph 5:20 
20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
Eph 5:20 
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20 Giving thanks always for all things unto God and the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ; 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 5:16 
16 Rejoice evermore. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:6 
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. 
KJV 
 
Col 3:17 
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks 
to God and the Father by him. 
KJV 
 
Heb 13:15-17 
15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of 
our lips giving thanks to his name. 
16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for with such sacrifices God is well pleased. 
17 Obey them that have the rule over you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your 
souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for 
that is unprofitable for you. 
KJV 

 
 

• We rejoice and thank Him for all blessings from God 
 
1 Peter 1:3-8 
3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which according to his abundant mercy 
hath begotten us again unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 
4 To an inheritance incorruptible, and undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in heaven 
for you, 
5 Who are kept by the power of God through faith unto salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 
6 Wherein ye greatly rejoice, though now for a season, if need be, ye are in heaviness through 
manifold temptations: 
7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be 
tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: 
8 Whom having not seen, ye love; in whom, though now ye see him not, yet believing, ye rejoice 
with joy unspeakable and full of glory: 
KJV 
 
 

• For food and all things given for our physical sustenance 
 
1 Tim 4:3-4 
3 Forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be 
received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the truth. 
4 For every creature of God is good, and nothing to be refused, if it be received with 
thanksgiving: 
KJV 
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Rom 14:5-8 
5 One man esteemeth one day above another: another esteemeth every day alike. Let every man 
be fully persuaded in his own mind. 
6 He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the 
Lord he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he 
that eateth not, to the Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. 
7 For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. 
8 For whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether 
we live therefore, or die, we are the Lord's. 
KJV 
 
 

• For work 
 
Col 4:1-2 
1 Masters, give unto your servants that which is just and equal; knowing that ye also have a 
Master in heaven. 
2 Continue in prayer, and watch in the same with thanksgiving; 
KJV 
 
 

• For what we are and how we are as Ekklesia of the Lord Jesus 
 
Col 1:12-18 
12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of 
the saints in light: 
13 Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of 
his dear Son: 
14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins: 
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature: 
16 For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and 
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were 
created by him, and for him: 
17 And he is before all things, and by him all things consist. 
18 And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead; 
that in all things he might have the preeminence. 
KJV 
 
2 Thess 2:13-14 
13 But we are bound to give thanks alway to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because 
God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief 
of the truth: 
14 Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:9-10 
9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye 
should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 
10 Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained 
mercy, but now have obtained mercy. 
KJV 
 
1 Peter 2:5 
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5 Ye also, as lively stones, are built up a spiritual house, an holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual 
sacrifices, acceptable to God by Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 
Take note: Almost all thanksgiving reasons cited in the New Testament are all in the context 
of the Ekklesia! 
 
1 Cor 12:25-27 
25 That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care 
one for another. 
26 And whether one member suffer, all the members suffer with it; or one member be honoured, 
all the members rejoice with it. 
27 Now ye are the body of Christ, and members in particular. 
KJV 
1 Thess 3:9-10 
9 For what thanks can we render to God again for you, for all the joy wherewith we joy for your 
sakes before our God; 
10 Night and day praying exceedingly that we might see your face, and might perfect that which 
is lacking in your faith? 
KJV 
 
 

• For people in the ministry 
 
Rom 16:3-4 
3 Greet Priscilla and Aquila my helpers in Christ Jesus: 
4 Who have for my life laid down their own necks: unto whom not only I give thanks, but also all 
the churches of the Gentiles. 
KJV 
 
Eph 1:15-16 
15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints, 
16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers; 
KJV 
 
Col 1:3-5 
3 We give thanks to God and the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you, 
4 Since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus, and of the love which ye have to all the saints, 
5 For the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, whereof ye heard before in the word of the 
truth of the gospel; 
KJV 
 
1 Thess 1:2-3 
2 We give thanks to God always for you all, making mention of you in our prayers; 
3 Remembering without ceasing your work of faith, and labour of love, and patience of hope in 
our Lord Jesus Christ, in the sight of God and our Father; 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:16-17 
16 But thanks be to God, which put the same earnest care into the heart of Titus for you. 
17 For indeed he accepted the exhortation; but being more forward, of his own accord he went 
unto you. 
KJV 
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• For gifts according to His grace 
 
2 Cor 9:11 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to 
God. 
KJV 
 
Rom 5:2 
2 By whom also we have access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice in hope of 
the glory of God. 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 14:15-19 
15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the understanding also: I will 
sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. 
16 Else when thou shalt bless with the spirit, how shall he that occupieth the room of the 
unlearned say Amen at thy giving of thanks, seeing he understandeth not what thou sayest? 
17 For thou verily givest thanks well, but the other is not edified. 
18 I thank my God, I speak with tongues more than ye all: 
19 Yet in the church I had rather speak five words with my understanding, that by my voice I 
might teach others also, than ten thousand words in an unknown tongue. 
KJV 
 
 

• For sacrificial lives of those in the ministry 
 
Phil 2:15-18 
15 That ye may be blameless and harmless, the sons of God, without rebuke, in the midst of a 
crooked and perverse nation, among whom ye shine as lights in the world; 
16 Holding forth the word of life; that I may rejoice in the day of Christ, that I have not run in 
vain, neither laboured in vain. 
17 Yea, and if I be offered upon the sacrifice and service of your faith, I joy, and rejoice with you 
all. 
18 For the same cause also do ye joy, and rejoice with me. 
KJV 
 
Phil 2:25-30 
25 Yet I supposed it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, and companion in labour, 
and fellowsoldier, but your messenger, and he that ministered to my wants. 
26 For he longed after you all, and was full of heaviness, because that ye had heard that he had 
been sick. 
27 For indeed he was sick nigh unto death: but God had mercy on him; and not on him only, but 
on me also, lest I should have sorrow upon sorrow. 
28 I sent him therefore the more carefully, that, when ye see him again, ye may rejoice, and that 
I may be the less sorrowful. 
29 Receive him therefore in the Lord with all gladness; and hold such in reputation: 
30 Because for the work of Christ he was nigh unto death, not regarding his life, to supply your 
lack of service toward me. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 2:14-16 
14 Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph in Christ, and maketh manifest 
the savour of his knowledge by us in every place. 
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15 For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them that perish: 
16 To the one we are the savour of death unto death 
 
 

• For the grace of giving by churches 
 

2 Cor 1:11 
11 Ye also helping together by prayer for us, that for the gift bestowed upon us by the means of 
many persons thanks may be given by many on our behalf. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 8:1-5 
1 Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the grace of God bestowed on the churches of 
Macedonia; 
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 
abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and beyond their power they were willing of themselves; 
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship of 
the ministering to the saints. 
5 And this they did, not as we hoped, but first gave their own selves to the Lord, and unto us by 
the will of God. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:11-15 
11 Being enriched in every thing to all bountifulness, which causeth through us thanksgiving to 
God. 
12 For the administration of this service not only supplieth the want of the saints, but is abundant 
also by many thanksgivings unto God; 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration they glorify God for your professed subjection 
unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal distribution unto them, and unto all men; 
14 And by their prayer for you, which long after you for the exceeding grace of God in you. 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 
 
2 Cor 9:1-8 
1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it is superfluous for me to write to you: 
2 For I know the forwardness of your mind, for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia, that 
Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath provoked very many. 
3 Yet have I sent the brethren, lest our boasting of you should be in vain in this behalf; that, as I 
said, ye may be ready: 
4 Lest haply if they of Macedonia come with me, and find you unprepared, we (that we say not, 
ye) should be ashamed in this same confident boasting. 
5 Therefore I thought it necessary to exhort the brethren, that they would go before unto you, 
and make up beforehand your bounty, whereof ye had notice before, that the same might be 
ready, as a matter of bounty, and not as of covetousness. 
6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 
bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 
7 Every man according as he purposeth in his heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 
necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 
8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye, always having all sufficiency in 
all things, may abound to every good work: 
KJV 
 
1 Cor 9:1-14 
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9 Am I not an apostle? am I not free? have I not seen Jesus Christ our Lord? are not ye my work in 
the Lord? 
2 If I be not an apostle unto others, yet doubtless I am to you: for the seal of mine apostleship are 
ye in the Lord. 
3 Mine answer to them that do examine me is this, 
4 Have we not power to eat and to drink? 
5 Have we not power to lead about a sister, a wife, as well as other apostles, and as the brethren 
of the Lord, and Cephas? 
6 Or I only and Barnabas, have not we power to forbear working? 
7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth not of 
the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, and eateth not of the milk of the flock? 
8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the law the same also? 
9 For it is written in the law of Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the ox that treadeth 
out the corn. Doth God take care for oxen? 
10 Or saith he it altogether for our sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: that he that 
ploweth should plow in hope; and that he that thresheth in hope should be partaker of his hope. 
11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? 
12 If others be partakers of this power over you, are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not 
used this power; but suffer all things, lest we should hinder the gospel of Christ. 
13 Do ye not know that they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and 
they which wait at the altar are partakers with the altar? 
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach the gospel should live of the gospel. 
KJV 
 
 

• For all opportunities the Word is preached 
 
Phil 1:15-18 
15 Some indeed preach Christ even of envy and strife; and some also of good will: 
16 The one preach Christ of contention, not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my bonds: 
17 But the other of love, knowing that I am set for the defence of the gospel. 
18 What then? notwithstanding, every way, whether in pretence, or in truth, Christ is preached; 
and I therein do rejoice, yea, and will rejoice. 
KJV 
 

• For trials of faith 
 
1 Peter 4:12-13 
12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you: 
13 But rejoice, inasmuch as ye are partakers of Christ's sufferings; that, when his glory shall 
be revealed, ye may be glad also with exceeding joy. 
KJV 
 
 

• For every change of heart and transformation of lives 
 
2 Cor 7:9-10 
9 Now I rejoice, not that ye were made sorry, but that ye sorrowed to repentance: for ye 
were made sorry after a godly manner, that ye might receive damage by us in nothing. 
10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of 
the world worketh death. 
KJV 
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Eph 5:3-4 
3 But fornication, and all uncleanness, or covetousness, let it not be once named among you, 
as becometh saints; 
4 Neither filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jesting, which are not convenient: but rather 
giving of thanks. 
KJV 
 
 

• For growth, maturity 
 
Col 2:6-7 
6 As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye in him: 
7 Rooted and built up in him, and stablished in the faith, as ye have been taught, abounding 
therein with thanksgiving. 
KJV 

 
 

• For government people and communities 
 
1 Tim 2:1-3 
1 I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, 
be made for all men; 
2 For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all 
godliness and honesty. 
3 For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; 
KJV 
 
Heb 13:15-16 
15 By him therefore let us offer the sacrifice of praise to God continually, that is, the fruit of our 
lips giving thanks to his name. 
16 But to do good and to communicate forget not: for 
 
 

• Thankful that we can be thankful 
 
Phil 3:1-3 
1 Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not 
grievous, but for you it is safe. 
2 Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision. 
3 For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and 
have no confidence in the flesh. 
KJV 
 
Phil 4:4-7 
4 Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice. 
5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand. 
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 
requests be made known unto God. 
7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your hearts and minds 
through Christ Jesus. 
KJV 
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• For the privilege of making requests 
 
Phil 4:6 
6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known unto God. 
KJV 

 
 

• For whatever thing we are able to do 
 
Col 3:17 
17 And whatsoever ye do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God and the Father by him. 
KJV 
 
James 4:14-16 
14 Whereas ye know not what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 
15 For that ye ought to say, If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 
16 But now ye rejoice in your boastings: all such rejoicing is evil. 
KJV 
 
 

• For Christ Who is the Unspeakable gift and the victory we have in HIm 
 
2 Cor 9:15 
15 Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift. 
KJV 

 
1 Cor 15:57 
57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
KJV 
 


